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Witch of the Woodlands: 
| OR, | 
The Coblers new Tranſlation, - 


— 


C H A * * - of 

NR the Wild of Kent, not far from Rumny 

Marſh, there dwelt a merry tonceited Cob⸗ 

ler, commonly called Robin the Devil, which 

afterwards came to be called, The Witch of 

the Woodlands. This Cobler always had a 

ſpecial care to pleaſe his Cuſtomers, but chief- © 

ly be would be ſure, that if any pzetty wench 

b:ought him a job to do, he would go thzoughs | 

ſtitch with her w9zk'firſt of all ; He would Jeg 

and be merry in company, he would fing in his 

Shop like a Nightingal ; he could cut a ca⸗ 

per ith Jack Pudding, and was not muth in⸗ 

'Y fertour to luſty Lawrence, which got eighteen 

Y Wenrches wibh child all in one pear, foz it was 

well known, that de got thzee wenches wich 

chilv all in one night; but as the Pꝛoderb goes, 

The Pitcher that Foes often to the water, may 

at laſt come broken home: And the ſweeteſt 
meat requires the ſowreſt ſawce : Bi it farev 

with Robin the Covier, koz one of his Winches 

os | = being 
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"being fuddenly bz 
| Child, the Mother ofthe Damſel ſerved Ro- 
bin the Cobler with a warrant, and made him 


| *. 


ought to bed 


ro marrp her daighter'out ofhand, then was 
the poo? Cobler fallen into a peck of troubles, 


and knew not how to behave himſelf , Foz 
though he had been fa&o2 ofMars, pet he never 


was made a Vulcan befoze that time. And now 
muſt he p:ovive foꝛ clouts t whittels, fire and 


candle, ſope and ſtarch, white bzead am milk, 


a riyrſe and cradle, with many other matters 
which belong to married men to look after: 


But as it is in the old Pzoverb , That one ill 


' ? 


chance follows another d it was with him, 


fo: the other two Damſels which he had foz- 
meriy mabe,yſe of, now began to make uſe of 
him, < bzought him two childzen moze to æp, 
which was dane both in ane day; which when. 
Robin the Cobler did behold, he fell into ſuch a 


1 fearful quandary ; foz chat the people that be⸗ 


peld him, ſald, that he togkt ſo pitiful, upon 
the matter, that they thoügbt in their minds 
that de would never Le good zgain., 

"Then began Robin with daleful werds, with 
weeping.£yes and with walnging bands, to be⸗ 
wail his fozmer follies, ſaping, O ſilly rogue 
that I am , was it not enough for, me to- ling, 
dance, drink Ale, break cakes,talk ard be mer- 
ry amongſt Maids, but that I muſt likes Town- 


with a Hale 


Bull 8 


Bull, over - run all that ſtand in my way; and 
ſo in the end be pounded for my breaking looſe; 
now am J in a wozſe caſe then Porrage John, 
Marriotithe Lawyer , oz the Cow-keeper of 
the Pinder. of Wakefield? F would that 
my Father had never begot me, then ſheuld 
Anever hade begotten ſo many wenches with 


Here Robin for his former Letchery *. 
Doth ſuffer in his members grievouſly. 
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Child”; 82 eiſe J would thit ame bon elk 
Sow-gelder had done bis cffice upon me, a 
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| X (se) 
| keep me honeft, then had I ſcap'd the miſery 
| now am ſure toendure : Now whilſt Robin 
the Cobler was making this ſozrowful la⸗ 
mentation, a friend of his whiſpered him in 
the ear, and gave him counſel tobe gone from 
them all, ſaying, That one pair of heels is 
worth two pair of hands: whoſe counſel Ro- 
bin tock, as you ſhall hear in the following 
Chapter. | ok 


R the Cobler having hearkned to his 
. friends advice, made no moze to dv of 
the matter, but truſt up his Tools to be gone, 
| reſolving to come foz Londen , and there to 
E | wozk Journey-wozk till ſuch time that his 
- chilvzen were tome to be men, and able to 
wok fo; themſelves : but as he paCed along 
© |, the Country, Which is called the Wild of 
| | Kent, he loft his way in the Woodlands : when 
F | night was almoſt come upon him, and finding 


| | nc path to guide him, he wzandzeth up 4 down 


till it was almoſt ten of the clock, in i pitifull 
cold frofty vark Winters night : but at the 
lat he heard a Cock crow, where bp he under⸗ 
food that there was ſome dwelling houſe near 
at hand, and ſo being ſomewhat comfozted ts 


hear the crowing of the Cock, de made his ap. 
,p20ach 


. 
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9 this 12 2 515 mp 1 ones n 
Warry,(quoth ſe) all the beds that A bade ars 
not wozth fir penes, foz A have no 5 0 
what Alpe on my elf, but if thou w | 
pains to da 18 J da, thou and J wil 1ys. toge- 
Her fo2 once, where we will bug one another 
as the Devil hug d the Witch:Robin Hheholde 
ing, and taking notice of her perſon a the, bay 
dy over, ſaw.chat ſbe was long » Bleary 
ep'o, crooked-neckt , wzp⸗mout * ern p⸗ 
choulder d, 1 thin⸗dented, bo J- 
legg'd, and (play-footed : He began to frame 
an excuſe, ſaping, Good Mother, A pꝛap pou 
to confider this, that J am 
never came in bed to any womma ue: 
was bozn of my ether:  Wity, thou ſipear 
that,that which thou fpenkech is true?J will, 
(quoth Ro oy whereupan de heard a a 
1685 as if if came out of t 3 a Chimes 
nep, crying thzee federal: Robin | e 
Cobler is mine „Kobin th e the Cokler is mine, 
Robin che Cob! er is mine; Thefe wozds whed 


A 4 


"_ 17 15 me be: evil. was 

DAP. A amp ſei 
57 751 efell (A7. 1 10 ** it "; condit . that 
his hands 1 "his PRICES: vent, his. heart 
Ped MIT ITy ied bis nale dzopt, 41 belly 


ea x e pare? We tears 


Pentek hr lower end 9 berech, TR 
fo fling e en his 1 ta che alt was 
en, deütrkd her to let bim hape a_lodging 


dow be al n where w. would; then the 
El Woman rob him in, and With a.remnanc 
bk water which che had kept 4 long time in 

| Chamber-pat foz that purpoſe, che waſht bin 
|| from the crown ofthe heap to the ſole. of. the 
bat, e made him as white as'tf the had wacht 
him in puppp⸗dog⸗ water, and ſo they went lo⸗ 


14 bingly to bed together; what followen alter 


bl t be rekt in the enfuing digte 


Agr 


ſeifon 99 ther de, de felt. foz his Bed⸗ fellow 


CHAP. Gato: 1 „Jam: 
ma Robin the Cobler had taken is 


but ſhe wes not there: and having got ten all 


Behr room to himſelf; be. began to won- 
tohimfelf about the paſſages. whi6h had 


b 


he awaked, and turning him 


ened to him the night befoze., and there- 
fat de be thought himſelfhow he might wy | 
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L means to get aur befaze-the old Witeb his 
new-mgdeLandladycamb back againt0 hin, 
fo2 he ſuppoſed that ſhe had gone fozth to fetch 
Hee es to cut his thzoat ; but whilſt he was 
thus thinking in came the Old Woman with 
three mo2eof her Diſciples , with everp one 
of them a light Tozch in her hand, crying out. 
all at once., that thep would be redenged on 
Robia the Cobler foz all his whoze⸗ hunting 
tricks .; Theſe four female Witches could 
trans fozm themlelves into any humane ape. 

at their own pleaſure : ſo the that Robin twk 


to be his Mother in law, bought in an ugly 


Bear at her hels; another bzought in a-raven- 


ing Wolf, and the third bzought a ſharp, long, 


bz0ad bladed knife; pooz Robin although the 
weather wits cold, and the Bed-cloaths very 
thin, pet he was hot enough: Foz,being in 4 
ſtinking fear, he covered himſelf over head and 
ears, all ſave one hole that was in the. Coder⸗ 
lid, which he now and then cloſsly peept out 
at-,. but durft not to ftir foz his lite: but now 
begins the game: The grand Witch of the 
company , otherwiſe called the Landlady- of 
the houſe, put her hand under ths. bed, and 
pulled out a Taber and a Pipe, and platd ſuch: 
a fit,, that it lafted till it was within 2 hours 


bk dap; all this while the other ther Witches 


ac Irich ap with their 3 
s, 
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people, let us mike the beſt uſe of dur time 


* „ 1 


wirds, mean time poox Robin the Tobler lap 
a bes and bepift btinfelt, til at lafttwbquarts 
tum th20ugh che bed upon the ground; whe⸗ 
ther it were done koi je, 62 foz ftar, Ile 
teave that to ocherſuch as himſelf to confflder 
et; but when the Muſick was ended, the 
Bear began ca roar, and the Woolf began to 
vol ks: food : then (#iv che old ijceh have 
in the houſe the bzaveft bzeakfaft fog pour two 
"1 Famfliars, that they have feafted on eder 
"|. fince they debeured the two damnable whozes 
"| Which were vewitche as they rode in a Coach 
towards a Bawdy-houſe in London: any 
now knce that Wicches have power of none 
x] but ©Swearers e Curſers , Thieves and Dif- 
{| ſemblers, Pimps Bawds + Pandexs, Whozes 


5 


and Whoze-hunters, and ſuch like manner of. 


that we may: And now you ſhall ſee what « 
galant p2t5e J have lighted upon by chance : 

There was a merry 11 7 Tobler, which 
dwelling not far fromthe Town of Rumny , 
who was every day ufed to yzink , ſwagger, 
ſwear and domineor, and oftentimes he wouly 
ſap that he cat'o not a turd fo; all the Witches 
in the wand, and that de had a trick to defend 
nn —— 7 5 of 99 g * 
was'by Waſhing bis — and ſaping his 
Snares every morning befoze de went * 
9 BA 9 
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| : Ee oe 
of the donzs : biit although he ſerded God in 
the mozning he ſerved the Devil e're night - 
foz there was hardly one day in the week, but 
he would go a UWho:ing , and oftentimes he 
would inttce honeſt wenches to fin by his M{f- 
ſembling ſpeeches , and his falſe fozlwearing 
himſelf, making them believe, thac ifhe got 
them wich child, he would marry with them, 
amongt the reft , he got thee Widdows 
daughters with child, all in one night, making 
eberp one ok them believe, and {wearing that 
he would marrp with them the mezrow after, 
which hg never did intend, but st lat Good⸗ 
wife Web the dl iddow, fo2c'd him to Marry 
her daughter: which being done, che othsr two 
| Wenrches which he had gotten with child, ve⸗ 
ing delivered, b2zought him their two childzen 
to keep, and as he got them all the with child 
in one night, ſo they brought bim 3 chiidzen 
to keep in one dap * theſe things de thought 
that Witches had not known : but my Amps 
ſpend not their time in vain,fo: J every night 
ſend fozth my familiar imps, Madge of Wake- 
field, in the likeneſs of a black Cat, which 
told me of every thing that Robin the Cobler 
did do: but the archeſt piece of Koguerp that 
ever he did in all his life, was dene to a Mid⸗ 
dow UWoman in the Jfle of Thanet, foz he pꝛo⸗ 
mis'd her marriage , and made her fell her 
2 Widdows 


Wivpdows Ettate foꝛ four aud twenty pound, 
and told her that if ſbe would lend him the 
money, to buy him Leather, that he would be 
married to her on Thurſday next, and wicht 
that if he did not do accozding to his pꝛomiſe, 
that he mighr be tozn in pieces with Wolves 
and Bears, but he never came back to the 
Widdow again; and laſt of all, he run awap 
from his Wife and thzeeChtidzen,and now he 
lies under that Coverlid : When the other. 
thzee Witches had heard this diſcovery, thep: 
alk leapt foz jop, and the thzee familiar ſpirits 
which went in the ſhape of a Woolf, 3 Bear, 
and a black Cat, were readp to tear the witch- 
es to pieces fo; victuals, thep were ſo hungry; 
then. ſaid one of them to the reſt, ſeing be 
wicht he might be devoured by Wolves and: 
Bears , he ſhall have his with , and he. ſhall 
pꝛelentlp be cut in quarters, and the Wolf - 
ſhall gave his Heart, Liver, and Lungs fo: 


bis bzeakfaſt , the Bear ſhall have his 


Paunch and Bowels , and the Cat ſhall have. 

hispzivyv Members to-gnaw upon: Nay, 
quoth the old Witch , it ſhall not be ſo, foz he 
Hall not have ſo pleaſant a death as 2 ſpeak 
of, but we will have a little moze ſpozt with 


bim befoze he dies; That very wozd pzocured 
ſome comfo2t to Robins languiſhing Spirits; 
foz he had rather chaſe to lead a fozrowtul ye 
then 
. p 


| chan to dye a ſudden death: And now te be 
bziek in the matter, thep pul'd þ Bed⸗cloaths 
from off him, and made him land up ſtark 
naked as ever he was bon befoze them; the 
Woolf bit him by the Thzoat , the Bear bit 
him bp:the bum; and þ Cat bit bim by p Meme 
bers, and everp one dzew blood of him , but 
did him no grert harm at that time: Now 
(ſaid the old Witch) we have markt pou fo; 


Here Robin the Cobler like a Fox doth .run, 
Before the Dogs whoſe'rage he cannot ſhun, 
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ur own, and there witbal che paſt ſentercevp- 
in him, that he ſhould have thzee days puniſh? 
nent foz his fo;mec offences, and e 

« IM e 
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he was to be eaten up alive ; the firft- of the 
thee daps he was to be transfozmed into che 
ſhape ofa Fer, and tobe chaſed. with Dogs 
from miꝛning till night. dof 5, 1751 

The ſecond day he was to be a riding Nag, 
and to carry the Witch whether ſhe pleaſev. 

The third dap he was tobe an Owl, and ſo 


Pond 
many bu 


b 
D. 
d 
fl 
A 


yay time of hong rrp gwhu,whu,whu,the 
| dfevs rame 0 <> x th2&fvld about hini, won⸗ 
s del moſt ſtrangely to ſi an Owl avzoad by 
dapl oht-whereteze to 1 80 ald Pꝛoderb. 
chep all fell upon him like Pies upon zn Dbl, 
And to be bziek, they plutkt his teathers, dicke 


Sw 


A Here, Robin by the vertue of a Swan. 
ef Hath broke the witches charms, & is à man. 
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J vis wings. and pickt out one ofhis eyes: This 
. being done, the grand Witch tonfulting with 
„ the reſt df the Witches, ſaping that Robin the 
Cobler had done enough df any conſcience fo: 

0 * his 


ä Hons. 


his Auer tricks , An ſo they turn. ( 10 
ints the ſhape ofa Swan. 

Ann att of all the) benen, their Anthant⸗ 
ing tpels, and lo Kobin the pittkn | . Coblex 
became a man again;but befoze te be 4 00 
thep made him kneel down, and kille e- 
very one of their — { ngn ee and herewith» 
al ther parted houſhold. * 
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5 "CHAP pu: 
| How Robin the . Cobtyr having got loot for 
the Witches, became a newman; and of many 
; Notable exploits hielt be did „ Yo ſhall 
, hear. 7 — ee, G 
"I Cote AP 
| Dw when 2 r t h 
the ſyels of (Uiteyrrafe; his sen 
hearing, bis ſpet ch, his fences, and d 
ee 6 Ws unte 5 An,! 
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ary, and 'vis congue | iy gaggle, 0 "0s if tt bad 
been made of the Devils bollock-leather, dis 


bellp and his back was lo clung together, that. 

he was ſcarce able to ſhit fo2 boncs. | 
No; had 12 any kind of habit to put on = 
as 
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nally Uniteyts-tho 5 Meet witty b. 


ain. Row as he pen ateng afthe-Waper q 
1 the Byys and The⸗ neee ute tun aan, 
— hint”; tpinneng that ves deen Mae 


"0 infomiich 1 there Was py wh :Bop<dp' | 
5 Gtrltobe'feeh the ftfeets3'buzyers ce 


dn the bevy bietet Vo al poop» Robin (cho © 
ate de da iy — . 
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thay Wier ihr yy —_—— M8 te 
h pain; + Fe me ſamewh af of 
ta led upon ak % pigh , thyvight it were 
Bran; and, Wares bak, ern: Prove t be 
pretty good als fog Horlgs,, when, : 
V gry, lo chey may have enpygl 9.6 
| their. be lies withak -, _ 
* Rae I was 4 Fox, the Witches is th 
| Kroger of dogs yam after me, and h doi 15 
Bn 1 bete Eder bed and 1 * 
me by the burtocls : bur hn I am; hunger 
biacea,, which is ten thogfand times 2worſe. 
beni was an Owl, I was maſk; fhame- 
fully abuſed, and Ser een by other Birds s 
but nom I am made a 1ng-liock 40: all 
the folks that be Lute igſomuch chat no 
Nr, Moser Chihd, will not daye to como 
meer me, long of the poverty of my ofieſh.s; and 
diſguiſe of habit: Oh what a pitiful wrerch- 
ed cafe am I in naw lan Ape, an Owl, a Fox; 
a Gooſe, « Horſe; an Ox, or an Aſs, is in a far 
becter. taking then 1 am in.) O that I could 
wich Diogi ne Marel feed upon Thiſtles, or 
lte a Camelianliyeby the Air. Mow whitft 
| - Ye was thus semplatning by chance came 
* — — . Minn abegger⸗man, which pad a 
14 le Wallet ind ut fragments of ich, and 


Wenc., und mateocks-of Bzend and. -Chegſe, » 
which be had: * amang bis god bene# 
as: Whon'Rovin'the Cobler had 831 blo Y 


A 


nin 


| pim; he mad # 'uddzels';;" "at: ta the 
| dive Begger-niifi by th of Cemple- 
| out: knowiny that the my in could jibe 

what mitifer of perſon he mils, uy ſo ku⸗ 


his mind in this manner: Well 
aken Father, how-far Walk you this way 7 


f 475 bf hib p the Heuler, d i th 
t 


8 — . 1. 1 Beggar, but to the next 


7 e to lead me, 
nne X60" late ro” u | 
e Cobler? rathex then 
take the pains 4 
1 Fiege men G N all 


| þ r | 
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Are follometh à Diſcoutſe of the” ha py. 
Fortune that hapned to . the Cob ler 1 
; After all his iter ies. 


&' Robin the 4 was ty 

the Blind' Wegger alegg onthe wa, 

the Blind min kound bim ebe 2 
| ARE: ne, and therewithal bers in 


be co know who he Was, that Would ul 


2e imfelkte take pains to lead him; Then, qd. 
_— hen, ob 
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Bebe, Tum gakentlemeg þ — 
don won ld fapkip en tend bublee men bys 

Le comes te abt have; — Ds 

poly wp {elf fehr wal 
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run | — 
bapyy cbanes got out ofpziſon ʒ hut nam Y 
am dit. A kn w nat domte tibe, noz ham te 
toll met ene bit of bead to relit de my hungry 
fe | Nomark:;; foz J have been faſting twa ders 
Ind Rights, and never a bit af vicuals came 
within mp bodp- : Alas foz pau, god fr, 840 
the Bigger, J much lament pour caſe , hut 
inen wil be pleaſed to accept of ſuch p00z 
\fareas J babe in mp Wallet, , you wall de 
beavtiily welcome to it, and the next Ale- 
Houſe that we come. to. J will give pou li⸗ 
£402 of the. Veſt to ſwaKow!' it down, : where» | 
upon the -UWeoltee was laid down, and the 
-bictualg ſozted out upon the green bank. 
Ar no need to bty Rabin to eat. 
But when he had filled bis beg, away 4 
went together chearfullp to the place appoin⸗ 
ted, where thcp lap lovingly togetber that 
night, and the next dap the Begger bzought 
him home to his own houſe, where was plen⸗ 
ty of good Cloaths both of Molen zud Tin⸗ 
nen, wivh. which the Begger ſutted Robin, 
and alſo directed him to a Coffer where was 
two kyndzed and fifty pounds of ready monep; 
All this (queth the Begger) ſhall be pour own 
when A dye, if yoy will tay with me all ponr 
like time. . . 4 
IWhsreupon the Cobler replped, with a 
bery gaod will Sir; which bargain being 
made, Robin any his old after would everp 
5 day 
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day walk about ta geod mens honſfes ; to ſee 
what victaals they coiid get, till at the laft 


Robin'became as'runging at the Trade «s 
bis Matter, and was acquaieted with moſt 
ofthe Paffor-beggers that lived in the Coun- 
ty of Kent. a 


But to conclude, in pzoteſs of times, the 
blind Begger died, and then all bis wealth 
kel to Robin, who afterwards went home to 
hits fozmer habication , and took ozder foz the 
b:eeding of his thee Childꝛen, that he got in 
one night , and gave the two UWenches ten 


money into his wives lap. And ſo endeth the 
Kvzp of Robirfthe Cobler. pipe 


pounds 2 piece foz the injurp that he had fg2- | 
merly bone them, am thzew the reft of the 
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been Shoo-makers. 
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| Theſe „with all ſorts of Books , Large and Small, 

are to be ſold by William Thackeray „ At tbe 

Angel in Puck-lane. VV here Country Chap- 
men may be furniſhed with all ſort of Books. 


He pleaſant Hiſtory of the Gentle 
Craft, ſhewing what Famous men haye 


The Book of Knowledge, or the Knowledge 
of things unknown. \ 

The Famous Hiſtory of the (ix Worthy 
Yeomen of the Weſt: Or, Thomas of Reading. 

Markhams Meathod. 
Abe Golden Garland, 

The Hiſtory of Don Floris of Greecg. 

The Hiſtory,of Don Fuan Enlarge, 1 
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